The Journey of the
Ojibwe Spirit Horse -

An art, music, and stor
celebrating three artists carrying forward
the true living tradition of the Ojibwe Spirit Horses
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The Journey of the Ojibwe Spirit Horse showcases three artists bringing awareness to the
Ojibwe Spirit Horses. They were helpers to all Nations who were almost completely
displaced by larger European breeds and forgotten in the age of machinery.

This season, the Ojibwe Horse Society celebrates the 50th year since the last horses of
the breed were rescued in the dramatic real-life "Heist Across the Ice".

The art, music, and stories in this guide are for everyone to enjoy. Please copy the guide
for educational purposes in your truth and reconciliation programming this year, as a gift
from the Ojibwe Horse Society.

The Ojibwe Spirit Horses were sometimes called "Indian Ponies" or "Native Ponies" by
settlers, and "mistatim" or "bebezhigooganzhii" amongst other words by Indigenous
people. All seem to agree these names first referred to the small horses that lived
closely with many First Nations, mostly in Ontario, and whose presence may have
predated colonization. After the 1977 rescue of the last of them, the Lac La Croix Indian
Pony Society was formed, becoming the Ojbiwe Horse Society.

We are grateful to the breeders, volunteers, supporters, and the artists who have
generously shared their talents here. We hope you'll consider supporting the Ojibwe
Horse Society so we can continue our efforts to research and preserve the living heritage
of this critically-endangered breed.

Ken MacDonald

Secretary-Treasurer

Ojibwe Horse Society

To become a member or donate, visit ojibwehorse.ca

Guide © 2026 The Ojibwe Horse Society. All rights reserved.
® @ @ Non-profit and educational institutions are granted explicit permission
to copy and distribute this material for classroom and study use,

provided attribution is given to The Ojibwe Horse Society.

The last of the "Indian Ponies" at Lac La Croix / .Gakijiwanong Anishinaabe Nation in 1977.

Photo: Ojibwe Horse Society Archives
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Darcy lived with Ojbwe Spirit Horses growing up in Seine River First Nation, Ontario.
Wiijibibamatoon-Anangoonan, or Runs With The Stars, tells the story of a young child
who learns about the horses from his grandfather, just like Darcy did.

The Ojibwe Spirit Horses nearly disappeared, replaced by larger European breeds and machines.
Now, Darcy and Kim Campbell are helping to bring back the breed at Grey Raven Ranch.

Here is a page from another book Darcy and his friend Heather M. O'Connor wrote about the
rescue of the breed, called Across the Ice: How We Saved the Ojibwe Horse.

“Many years ago,” Nookomis begins, “long before cars and trucks and
snow machines, our people shared this land with herds of wild ponies. The
ponies were curious and friendly. They were easy to catch and quick to learn.

“In the winter, they helped us run our traplines, pull sleighs, and haul
wood. In the spring, they carried us to our summer camps. Then we turned
them loose to wander free and have their foals in the summer. When fall

came, we would find them again.

From Across the Ice:

How we Saved the Ojibwe Horse.
Illustration by Natasha Donovan.

Copyright © Walker Books Group.
Used by permission.




JODI GONTIN

Hand Drummer and Community Leader
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Asemaa kwe

(ah-SEM-ah kway)
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Way-hah - yah - ho. Way-hah - yah!

Jodi Contin
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Translations

Way ha yah ho, Way hah yah! vocables
Way ha yah ho, Way hah yah!
Way ha yah ho, Way hah yah, oh way!

Anishinaabe bezhgoonzii Ojibwe Horse

Asemaa’kwe zhinnkaazod Tobacco Woman is her name
Chi-nokiid Anishinaabe bezhgoonzii Big working Ojibwe Horse
Miigwetch Manido Thank you, Creator

Maaba Anishinaabe bezhgoonzii For this Ojibwe Horse
Asemaa’kwe Tobacco Woman

v
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Rhonda was eleven when she heard about the small native ponies living on the nearby island in the
bush. She always looked for them but couldn't find them.

She never forgot the old stories, and learned more all the time. She helped to bring the Ojibwe Spirit
Horses back from near-extinction and was recognized by Rare Breeds Canada with a Lifetime
Achievement Award.

Now, she paints about the old stories she has heard and the new ones being made right now.

This is a colouring page of Asemaa'kwe, the same horse that Jodi wrote a song about. Rhonda loves
to use a lot of colour in her Woodlands-style painting. She invites you to make yours colourful, too!
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Credits and Resources

Study Guide by Ken MacDonald © Ojibwe Horse Society 2026 ‘@®@@\

- Colouring the Trail of the Native Ponies $25
SUJ:JLI.I']J].J Eheranl| The Trail of the Native Ponies Under the Stars $60

DTENEINATIVEILONIES! Shipping included. rhondal1i1isnow@gmail.com

The Trail of the Natlve Ponies
, Under the Stars

by Snow]
Miinogishibakwebiks

by Rhonda Snow Miinogishibakwebik

The Spirit Horse Returns

A young horse finds her way to a new home
through a real-life network of caretakers in this
live concert production featuring vivid
woodlands artwork, memorable songs, and a
lush original score.

With Canada's National Afts Galjtre OFeREstra. ‘Photo: Curtis Perry.

"A more beautiful and engaging production would be difficult
to imagine" - Angela Birdsell, Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra spmthorsereturns ca

Canada Council Conseil des arts

Starring Jodi Contin and Ken MacDonald. Art by Rhonda Snow. Original score by Kevin Lau with Andrew Balfour. é?; fortheArts  du Canada

Runs with the Stars

By Darcy Whitecrow and Heather M. O'Connor
Illustrated by Lenny Lischenko

Second Story Press 2022

“When my grandfather was a boy, herds of
Ojibwe Horses ran in the woods, like the deer.
In winter, when the wolves were hungry and
the ice was thick, they helped our people
travel, haul wood, and go trapping.

Elders say they were always here.

The horses were small, but strong.”

“Like me?”

A man teaches his grandchild about the Ojibwe Horses that used
to roam the forests of northwestern Ontario. The horses once
ran wild and free, but when Grandfather was a boy, they almost
disappeared. Now he is the caretaker of his own small herd,

“Like you.”

” keeping the breed alive for future generations and teaching his
ki»‘ grandchild about the loving bond between human and animals.
- !;,
A i»’ Available here: bit.ly/4yKQAfN

Across the Ice: How We Saved the Ojibwe Horse
By Darcy Whitecrow and Heather M. O'Connor
Illustrated by Natasha Donovan

=vm. ACROSS ~™ Candlewick Press 2025
. THE
IgE "Across the Ice tells this little-known story through the gentle voice of Nookomis, along with
o e v the O o glowing illustrations in a vibrant palette and clean, crisp lines...This gorgeous book is a must-
M read in ELA and social-studies classes."
I N —Booklist (starred review) Available here: bit.ly/4ykSOC1




